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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: The preamble of 
claim 5 does not match the preamble of claims 1 and 4. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 14, 16, 17 and 18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Barile. 

Referring to claim 1 , Barile discloses an apparatus for the generation of video 
and/or audio by the conditional access and processing of selected portions of digital 
data stored on a storage medium (column 2, lines 4-16), said data stored in portions on 
said storage medium and said storage medium placed in processing apparatus for 
accessing and processing selected portions of digital data to generate video and/or 
audio (column 2, lines 48-54) and wherein there is provided at least one portion of data 
on the storage medium which is only conditionally accessible by the processing 
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apparatus (figure 2, part 206; column 3, lines 34-36) in response to a signal of a 
predesignated form transmitted from a transmitter provided as part of an actuating 
means (column 4, lines 7-10 and 31-34) and, said processing apparatus, upon receiving 
the said signal can locate the identified portion of data on the storage medium, access 
the same and processes the data from said portion to generate the video and/or audio 
(column 4, lines 7-Reference: 

Referring to claim 2, Barile discloses an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
a further portion or portions of data on the storage medium are accessible in response 
to control signals emitted from a remote control device (column 4, lines 31-34). 

Referring to claim 6, Barile discloses an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
the conditionally accessible portion of data which is accessed via the transmission of 
the predesignated signal is associated with the means by which the signal is generated 
(column 3, lines 1-3). 

Referring to claim 7, Barile discloses an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
operation of one or a sequence of keys or switches on the actuating device, causes the 
predesignated signal to be generated and transmitted to the apparatus to allow access 
to the conditionally accessible portion of data on the storage medium (column 4, lines 
31-34). 
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Referring to claim 8, Barile discloses an apparatus according to claim 7 wherein 
the actuating means incorporates an identified key or switch which when operated 
causes the predesignated signal to be transmitted (column 4, lines 31-34). 

Referring to claim 9, Barile discloses an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
the predesignated signal is held in a memory in the actuation means and is transmitted 
continuously, at intervals, or upon operation of a control means (column 3, lines 1-3; 
column 4, lines 31-34). 

Referring to claim 12, Barile discloses an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
the actuating means is only capable of transmitting the predesignated signal (column 4, 
lines 31-34). 

Referring to claim 14, Barile discloses an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
once the signal has been transmitted and received by the processing apparatus, the 
conditionally accessible portion of data on said storage medium linked to said signal is 
accessed and video and/or audio from said data is displayed via a display screen and/or 
speakers connected to the processing apparatus (figure 1). 

Referring to claim 16, Barile discloses an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
the number of times which the conditionally accessible portion of data can be accessed 
is limited with respect to a predesignated value (column 4, lines 40-42). 
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Referring to claim 17, Barile discloses an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
the actuating means is or is provided as part of a toy, model figure or soft toy (column 4, 
lines 25-28). 

Referring to claim 18, Barile discloses an apparatus according to claim 17 
wherein the predesignated signal is emitted in response to a change in condition or 
position of the toy (column 4, lines 31-34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 4, 5, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Barile in view of Tanaka. 

Referring to claim 3, Barile does not disclose an apparatus according to claim 2 
wherein the said further portions of data are accessible using the remote control device 
and the conditionally accessible portion of data can be accessed using actuating means 
other than the remote control device. 

In an analogous art, Tanaka teaches an apparatus according to claim 2 wherein 
the said further portions of data are accessible using the remote control device and the 
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conditionally accessible portion of data can be accessed using actuating means other 
than the remote control device (figures 17 and 22; column 3, lines 51-57). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the conditional access portion of the DVD taught by Tanaka to the 
apparatus taught by Barile. The motivation would have been to allow for general and 
protected content so that the DVD would be more usable. 

Referring to claim 4, Barile does not disclose an apparatus according to claim 2 
wherein the said further portions Of data are accessible using the remote control device 
in 'conjunction with a series of options displayed on a display screen and said 
conditionally accessible portion of data is accessed using the signal of the 
predesignated format provided from the remote control device which also acts as the 
actuating means. 

In an analogous art, Tanaka teaches an apparatus according to claim 2 wherein 
the said further portions Of data are accessible using the remote control device in 
'conjunction with a series of options displayed on a display screen and said conditionally 
accessible portion of data is accessed using the signal of the predesignated format 
provided from the remote control device which also acts as the actuating means (figures 
17 and 22; column 3, lines 51-57). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the conditional access portion of the DVD taught by Tanaka to the 
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apparatus taught by Barile. The motivation would have been to allow for general and 
protected content so that the DVD would be more usable. 

Referring to claim 5, Barile does not disclose a system according to claim 4 
wherein the conditionally accessible portion of data is not indicated on screen as being 
accessible until the signal of a predesignated format is generated. 

In an analogous art, Tanaka teaches a system according to claim 4 wherein the 
conditionally accessible portion of data is not indicated on screen as being accessible 
until the signal of a predesignated format is generated (figures 17 and 22; column 3, 
lines 51-57). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the conditional access portion of the DVD taught by Tanaka to the 
apparatus taught by Barile. The motivation would have been to allow for general and 
protected content so that the DVD would be more usable. 

Referring to claim 19, Barile does not disclose an apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the actuating means can emit a series of predesignated signals, the selection 
of which signal is emitted dependant on the condition of the actuating means at any 
given instant. 

In an analogous art, Tanaka teaches an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
the actuating means can emit a series of predesignated signals, the selection of which 
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signal is emitted dependant on the condition of the actuating means at any given instant 
(figures 17 and 22; column 3, lines 51-57). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the conditional access portion of the DVD taught by Tanaka to the 
apparatus taught by Barile. The motivation would have been to allow for general and 
protected content so that the DVD would be more usable. 

Referring to claim 20, Barile does not disclose an apparatus according to claim 
18 wherein each predesignated signal is linked to a particular conditionally accessible 
portion of data on the storage medium and allows access and processing of the same 
when that signal is received. 

In an analogous art, Tanaka teaches an apparatus according to claim 18 wherein 
each predesignated signal is linked to a particular conditionally accessible portion of 
data on the storage medium and allows access and processing of the same when that 
signal is received (figures 17 and 22; column 3, lines 51-57). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the conditional access portion of the DVD taught by Tanaka to the 
apparatus taught by Barile. The motivation would have been to allow for general and 
protected content so that the DVD would be more usable. 

Referring to claim 21 , Barile does not disclose an apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the storage medium includes a plurality of conditionally accessible portions of 
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data each of which is only accessible upon receipt of an allocated predesignated signal 
from the actuating means. 

In an analogous art, Tanaka teaches an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
the storage medium includes a plurality of conditionally accessible portions of data each 
of which is only accessible upon receipt of an allocated predesignated signal from the 
actuating means (figures 17 and 22; column 3, lines 51-57). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the conditional access portion of the DVD taught by Tanaka to the 
apparatus taught by Barile. The motivation would have been to allow for general and 
protected content so that the DVD would be more usable. 

Referring to claim 22, Barile discloses an apparatus for the generation of video 
and/or audio by the conditional access and processing of selected portions of digital 
data stored on a storage medium (figures 1 and 2), said data stored in portions on said 
storage medium and said storage medium placed in processing apparatus for accessing 
and processing selected portions of digital data to generate video and/or audio and a 
second group including at least one portion of data which is only conditionally 
accessible (column 3, lines 1-3 and 34-36), said conditional access achieved when the 
said processing apparatus receives a predesignated signal from an actuating means 
(column 4, lines 7-10 and 25-28). 
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Barile does not disclose an apparatus wherein the storage medium includes a 
first group of portions of data, said portions accessible in response to signals emitted 
from a user selection means. 

In an analogous art, Tanaka teaches an apparatus wherein the storage medium 
includes a first group of portions of data, said portions accessible in response to signals 
emitted from a user selection means (figures 17 and 22; column 3, lines 51-57). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the conditional access portion of the DVD taught by Tanaka to the 
apparatus taught by Barile. The motivation would have been to allow for general and 
protected content so that the DVD would be more usable. 

Referring to claim 23, Barile does not disclose an apparatus according to claim 
22 wherein the user selection means is a remote control device via which the user can 
select portions of data. 

In an analogous art, Tanaka teaches an apparatus according to claim 22 wherein 
the user selection means is a remote control device via which the user can select 
portions of data (figures 17 and 22; column 3, lines 51-57). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the conditional access portion of the DVD taught by Tanaka to the 
apparatus taught by Barile. The motivation would have been to allow for general and 
protected content so that the DVD would be more usable. 
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Referring to claim 24, Barile does not disclose an apparatus according to claim 
23 wherein the user selection means is used to navigate through and select options 
which are displayed on a display screen connected to the processing apparatus. 

In an analogous art, Tanaka teaches an apparatus according to claim 23 wherein 
the user selection means is used to navigate through and select options which are 
displayed on a display screen connected to the processing apparatus (figures 17 and 
22; column 3, lines 51-57). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the conditional access portion of the DVD taught by Tanaka to the 
apparatus taught by Barile. The motivation would have been to allow for general and 
protected content so that the DVD would be more usable. 

Referring to claim 25, Barile discloses an apparatus according to claim 22 
wherein the storage medium is a DVD, and the processing apparatus is a DVD player 
(column 2, lines 4-16). 

Claims 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Barile in view of Kamieniecki. 

Referring to claim 10, Barile does not disclose an apparatus according to claim 9 
wherein the signal is transmitted when the actuating means is switched on and the 
transmitter of the actuation means has a given signal transmission range and when the 
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actuating means is brought within range of the signal receiver at the processing 
apparatus, the conditionally accessible portion of data is accessed. 

In an analogous art, Kamieniecki teaches an apparatus according to claim 9 
wherein the signal is transmitted when the actuating means is switched on and the 
transmitter of the actuation means has a given signal transmission range and when the 
actuating means is brought within range of the signal receiver at the processing 
apparatus, the conditionally accessible portion of data is accessed (paragraph 38; Note: 
IR communication has a built in range as there is only so long light can travel without 
being interfered with). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the IR remote control signals taught by Kamieniecki to the apparatus 
disclosed by Barile. The motivation would have been that IR is a common type of 
wireless communication that is cheap and easy to implement. 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Barile does not disclose an apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the predesignated signal is transmitted by any of radio frequency, passive 
resistance, infrared, barcode or other data transfer system. 

In an analogous art, Kamieniecki teaches an apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the predesignated signal is transmitted by any of radio frequency, passive 
resistance, infrared, barcode or other data transfer system (paragraph 38). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the IR remote control signals taught by Kamieniecki to the apparatus 
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disclosed by Barile. The motivation would have been that IR is a common type of 
wireless communication that is cheap and easy to implement. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barile in 
view of Nickum in view of Boudreau. 

Referring to claim 13, Barile does not disclose an apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the actuation means is a voice actuation system and the signal of a 
predesignated form is a word, letter(s) or numeral(s) generated by the actuation means 
and received by voice signal reception means provided as part of the processing 
apparatus. 

In an analogous art, Nickum teaches an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
the signal of a predesignated form is a word, letter(s) or numeral(s) generated by the 
actuation means and received by voice signal reception means provided as part of the 
processing apparatus (column 5, lines 54-66). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the voice command taught by Nickum to the apparatus disclosed by 
Barile. The motivation would have been to enable the device to work in bright areas 
where IR is less likely to work. 

Barile and Nickum do not disclose an apparatus wherein the actuation means is 
a voice actuation system. 

In an analogous art, Boudreau teaches an apparatus wherein the actuation 
means is a voice actuation system (paragraph 26). 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the speaking doll taught by Boudreau to the apparatus disclosed by Barile 
and Nickum. The motivation would have been to allow the device to be used by 
Children not yet able to speak. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barile in 
view of Arling. 

Referring to claim 15, Barile does not disclose an apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the predesignated signal comprises a selected number of data bits, the 
selection determined by the security level required for the signal. 

In an analogous art, Arling teaches an apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
the predesignated signal comprises a selected number of data bits, the selection 
determined by the security level required for the signal (column 5, lines 5-19). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the security to the IR signals taught by Arling to the apparatus disclosed 
by Barile. The motivation would have been to restrict the devices being able to control 
the DVD players. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin E. Shepard whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5967. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571 ) 272-7331 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Chris Kelley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2623 
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